4C and the Sustainable Development Goals
of the United Nations

Position paper

As an independent, stakeholder-driven, internationally recognized sustainability standard for
the entire coffee sector, 4C aims at anchoring sustainability in the coffee supply chains across
environmental, social, and economic dimensions. 4C is a credible and robust system, applying
innovative audit risk assessment procedures, and is strengthened by a comprehensive
integrity program. 4C brings real impact on the ground, enabling continuous improvement and
enhancing smallholder livelihoods, and supports companies in achieving and keeping their
sustainability commitments.
This vision is aligned with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations (SDGs). Through various channels, 4C contributes to all SDGs, yet some linkages
are stronger than the other as depicted in Figure 1. These contribution channels include
ensuring implementation of sustainability requirements of the 4C Code of Conduct, developing
and conducting versatile sustainability projects, and supporting sustainability dialogue in the
coffee sector.
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Alignment with the SDGs is a backbone for 4C's vision.
It is achieved through various channels that 4C uses to foster sustainability in the
coffee sector. 4C will continue to strive for more impact and increased contribution to
the global progress towards the achievement of SDGs.
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