
 

Cologne, Friday, March 14, 2025 

 

4C Stands Firm on EUDR Implementation Commitment  

4C is an independent stakeholder-driven organization, which values external findings and 

constructive feedback. 4C certifies 1.8 million tons of green coffee annually in 20 countries. 

More than 90% of the 4C farmers are smallholders. The average size of the more than 300,000 

farms is 2.5 ha. As per the latest Green Coffee Purchases Report by the Global Coffee 

Platform (GCP), “4C is the largest 3rd party scheme”. 

Since the revision of its certification system in 2020, 4C has maintained strict sustainability 

requirements, including a firm commitment to preventing the conversion of protected forests 

and high conservation value areas. These requirements were not only aligned with existing 

sustainability frameworks but also anticipated key elements of the European Union 

Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). In the annex, we have included links to relevant documents 

and supporting evidence that demonstrate 4C’s longstanding commitment to deforestation-

free coffee production. 

Recognizing the evolving regulatory landscape, 4C proactively developed an innovative 

EUDR compliance solution in early 2024, ahead of the regulation’s initial enforcement date of 

December 30, 2024. This solution was undertaken in collaboration with Global Risk 

Assessment Services (GRAS) and is designed to assist 4C system users – certified coffee 

producers, traders, and roasters – in meeting the EUDR’s strict traceability and due diligence 

requirements. 

Our approach includes: 

• Geolocation Data and Farm Mapping: Ensuring that coffee production areas are 

mapped with precise geocoordinates to verify compliance with deforestation-free 

requirements 

• Risk Assessment and Legal Compliance: Cross-checking production sites with 

deforestation monitoring databases, assessing risks, and providing self-assessment 

forms to support with legal compliance 

• Traceability System Enhancement: Leveraging the existing 4C Portal to facilitate the 

upload and validation of coffee supply chain data, making deforestation-free sourcing 

verifiable 

To access the latest Regulation for 4C certified EUDR Coffee v.1.1, please visit our website or 

click here. 

While the EU’s legislative process has presented challenges in finalizing aspects of EUDR 

implementation, 4C has remained committed to supporting its system users. As a result, many 

of our users have already integrated EUDR aligned practices well ahead of the compliance 

deadlines, ensuring that they are prepared for the regulation’s enforcement. 

4C remains dedicated to promoting sustainable, deforestation-free coffee production and 

supporting the sector in meeting regulatory and environmental expectations. 

 

https://www.4c-services.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Regulation-for-4C-certfied-EUDR-Coffee-v.1.1.pdf


 

Annex: 

Regulation for 4C certified EUDR Coffee v.1.1 - https://www.4c-services.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/06/Regulation-for-4C-certfied-EUDR-Coffee-v.1.1.pdf 

4C Website – EUDR solution https://www.4c-services.org/about/fulfilling-the-requirements-

of-the-european-unions-regulation-on-deforestation-free-products-with-4c/ 

4C provides comprehensive solutions for meeting the EUDR, including traceability and 

compliance monitoring, utilizing satellite data to verify deforestation-free supply chains. 

Companies can rely on 4C’s certification to ensure their products meet EU sustainability 

regulations. 

17 Nov 2023 – https://www.gcrmag.com/4c-launches-solutions-for-eu-deforestation-free-

regulation/  

4C and GRAS are already offering solutions and calling for producers to align with the 

requirements. A solution focusing focusing on data collection, risk analysis and risk 

mitigation has been launched. 

23 Jan 2024 – https://www.teaandcoffee.net/news/33598/4c-announces-its-eudr-solutions/ 

4C offers a one-stop solution to help companies meet EUDR requirements, including 

traceability, due diligence, and risk assessments. Their system integrates satellite monitoring 

and geolocation tools. By 2025, all 4C-certified coffee must comply with deforestation-free 

standards. 

25 Apr 2024 – https://www.peterson-solutions.com/insight/navigating-eudr-compliance-

certification-schemes-in-action/ 

Certification schemes like 4C are adapting to EUDR by enhancing traceability and 

compliance systems. These schemes support companies in ensuring deforestation-free 

supply chains. 4C’s certification processes align with the new EUDR requirements for 

sustainability. 

25 Jul 2024 – https://www.4c-services.org/companies-already-eudr-compliant-with-4c-

certification/ 

Several companies, including SIMEXCO Daklak and Sucden Coffee, have already achieved 

EUDR compliance with 4C certification. 4C offers tools like risk assessments and traceability 

to ensure companies meet deforestation-free standards. These companies are leading the 

way in sustainability practices ahead of the 2024 deadline. 

24 Sep 2024 – https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/coffee/tips-become-eudr-compliant 

The article outlines steps for coffee exporters to meet EUDR compliance, including product 

traceability and deforestation-free certification. Companies must understand the regulation 

and gather necessary documentation. Compliance offers a competitive advantage, with a 

deadline of December 2024. 

7 Nov 2024 – https://www.gcrmag.com/navigating-eudr-4cs-proactive-approach-to-

sustainable-sourcing/     
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4C helps businesses comply with the EU Deforestation-Free Regulation (EUDR) by offering 

traceability and risk assessment tools as a cost-effective and efficient solution, ensuring 

compliance in the coffee and cocoa industries. 4C focuses on sustainability and 

deforestation-free sourcing practices. 

4C Newsletter announcements in chronological order: 

• 06 March 2024 – Webinar on EUDR compliance in cooperation with Global Risk 

Assessment Services 

• 11 July 2024 – Newsletter announcement of 4C EUDR solution 

• 17 October 2024 – Update on EUDR postponement: “4C remains a strong advocate 

for deforestation-free markets. We will continue to encourage swift and responsible 

implementation of the EUDR. Our dedication to providing effective solutions and 

promoting sustainable practices will support companies and stakeholders to achieve 

these goals.” 

• 4 December 2024 – Update on EUDR postponement: “Even with this postponement, 

the urgency to address deforestation-free practices remains a priority. With remote 

sensing technology, thorough risk assessments, and no-deforestation certification 

systems, 4C ensures you are fully equipped to meet EUDR’s requirements.” 

 

• 20 December 2024 – Update on official EUDR postponement 


